Ocee Elementary School
4375 Kimball Bridge Road
Johns Creek, Georgia 30022

770-667-2960

Welcome to Ocee Elementary School!

We are happy to have your child as a student a¢ @ementary. He/she is going to have a lot of
fun, make new friends, and learn many new thirgasch year our students will have the
opportunity to learn more about themselves, tonleaore about other people in the world, and to
learn from other students who are at our schooke@lementary School is a large school with
about 800 students. We want you to know that we ahout your child, and that each student is
very important to us.

Mission: In the Ocee Otter Community, we maximize our ptitéé every day.

Vision: We envision Ocee Elementary to be a positiveniag environment where ...
m motivated students learn with confidence
m dedicated teachers collaborate to ensure stsdeness
m a supportive community recognizes all achievement

Values
» We will collaborate and share our instructionahtggies.

* We will consider the whole student: academic peegr social interactions, and self-concept.

» We will create common grade level expectationddarners.
» We will dedicate our efforts to help students beedrngh achievers.

« We will design rich learning activities and useai&ty of instructional strategies that promote

critical thinking and self-evaluation.

» We will develop a high level of mutual support andst among all members of the learning

community.

* We will develop and use common assessments in ¢odiirly evaluate student learning and

drive instructional decisions.

»  We will foster open communication and develop pesitelationships among staff, students, and

community.

In order for our school to run smoothly and effitlg, the Family Handbook has been prepared to
provide necessary guidelines. Please take a fenutes to read the handbook and familiarize
yourself with our local school policies. We needuy assistance and cooperation to provide

continuity in a fair and equitable manner.
Educating your child is a mutual venture--togetiverwill shape your child’s future!

The Ocee Elementary School Faculty and Staff
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ACCIDENTS

Safety precautions are always taken at school; emvaccidents may happen. Necessary first aid
will be administered, and a clinic slip will be $dmme to inform you of clinic visits. Minor
scrapes may be treated with first aid in the ctamsr, however, you will receive a clinic slip or be
contacted by the clinic aide in all other situaiorPlease reinforce with your child that any aenid
not witnessed by an adult should immediately beontep to a teacher or the clinic aide. See
“CLINIC” for additional information.

ARRIVALS — MORNING

The school day for students begins at 7:45 a.radesits may enter the school building beginning at
7:15 a.m. Students should not arrive before timaé tunless they are participating in a school-
sanctioned activity under the direct supervisioradéacher or administrator. Students who arrive
prior to 7:15 a.m. are expected to wait outsid&adnt of the school in the carpool lane with a pére
and will not be admitted into the buildingefore school care is available through the YMCA.

ATTENDANCE

Regular and punctual attendance is essential fooadcsuccess. Students who are absent from
school are deprived of a variety of valuable edooal experiences. Students attend school 180
days per year. A student must be present foraat lealf of the instructional day (3 hours) to be

counted present. Certainly, if there are legitimat@sons for tardiness or absences, we will work
with you. If the problem is not resolved, additibnaeasures may be taken to ensure that children
are in school. The school social worker may beedatb intervene when a child has excessive
absences or is tardy often.

Absences
Fulton County board policy on excused student ateeis as follows:

A student's absence from school or class will besidered excused when it is due to any of the
following circumstances:

1. Personal iliness of the student.

2. Attendance at school would be detrimental to tredtheof the student or others.

3. A serious illness or death in the student's imntedfamily necessitating absence from
school.

4. Compliance with a court order or an order issued lgpvernmental agency, including an
order for a pre-induction physical examination $ervice in the armed forces, mandating
absence from school.

5. Observance of religious holidays, necessitatingadxs from school.

6. Conditions rendering attendance impossible or lohres to the student's health or safety.
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7. Absences not exceeding a cumulative total of Shdéys per school year for the following
reasonsbut only if the absence has been pre-approved by éthprincipal or designee

scholarship interviews/college visitations,

travel opportunity with educational benefits,

graduation or wedding of an immediate family member

specialized educational experience,

other circumstances that are mutually agreeabieetparent and principal,

up to 5 of these days can be used to visit withremt or guardian who is on leave

from, or is being deployed to, military service meas.

8. Up to ten (10) instructional days (60 instructiohalurs) per year for school-sponsored,
non-instructional activities (defined as functiahaing the school day that are under the
auspices or sponsorship of a school or the schabtei®) that are specifically approved in
advance by the principal or designee. The princgpall ensure that an accurate record of
all such absences is maintained.

9. School days missed as a result of an out-of-schuspension.

10. An absence not to exceed one-half day for regigien vote. Students may register to vote
at their high school.

~Poo0oT®

A student’'s absence from school or class for arasae other than those listed above will be
considered an unexcused absence. If an absends thege requirements, a student must bring a
written excuse signed by a parent or guardian thetde student returns to school. If no note is
received, the absence is recorded as unexcuseabdinces during standardized testing will be
excused except in an emergency situatibra note is not received within three days of the
student returning to school, only a doctor's note vil be accepted for a medical excuse. If a
student accumulates five or more days of unexcusedbsences from school, the parent is placed
in violation of the state law. This is a misdemeanor and the parent could be sutgj@ne or more
of the following penalties:

1. afine of not less than $25.00 and not grethtar $100.00

2. imprisonment not to exceed 30 days

3. community service
Unexcused absences of five or more days will reaudt letter of notification from the school, and
continued unexcused absences may result in aakferthe social worker.

Tardiness

Students are considered tardy if they arrive indlagsroom after 7:45 a.m. In order to start thg d
smoothly and minimize the interruptions causedaig hrriving students, please see that your child
is on time. If you do not see the carpool monitous front, you will know that the bell has rung.
At that point, it will be necessary for you to wal&ur child into the building and sign your child i

to school. Students riding Fulton County Board dii€ation buses will not be counted tardy if the
bus arrives late. Excessive tardiness (ten or yorgrades K-5 will result in a letter of Notifitan

of Excessive Tardiness from the school. Continiaediness may result in a referral to the school
social worker.

Make-up Work

If a student is absent for 2 or more days, workuhde requested thé®day of the absence by
8:15 am. Should you desire to pick up work for ddcduring an absence, you may request it in
person, by phone, or by letter to the school offiddaterial may be sent home with another student,
or you may pick it up after 2:30 p.m. at the frdesk. This gives the teacher adequate time during
the school day to organize needed materials.

Upon returning from an absendeis the student’s responsibility to contact teacher to request
make-up work. The contact should be made on thetlda student returns to school. Missing
assignments will be provided to the student. Majgework must be completed by the student
within the time specified by the teacher. Elementaudents will receive the actual grade earned on
any make-up work submitted on time.

BIRTHDAYS

Student birthdays are recognized in various waysnoyvidual teachers and are given special
recognition by the school. Parents may sendndividual treat for each child in the classroom,
which will be distributed at lunchtime and eatenhia cafeteria. Please leave these treats in dné fr
office. Please do not send sheet cakes, large eépoparty favors or treats that contain peanuts as
this is a common allergen. Party invitations wibt fe distributed in school. Families who join the
PTA are provided with a directory that containgistut addresses.

BUS TRANSPORTATION

Safe school transportation is considered an impbgart of the total educational program. Riding
a school bus is a privilege contingent upon propeuyteous conduct.

Bus Conduct

Students may be subject to disciplinary procedurdesn bus safety rules are violated. These may
include assigned seats and/or suspension fromgrithi@ bus for one or more days. The following
rules must be followed:

1. Students are to behave appropriately on the bugedsas at the bus stop and follow the
bus driver’s directions.

2. Students are expected to display respectful behdwi®ach other and the driver at all
times. Bullying, teasing, horseplay, play fightimame calling, etc., will not be tolerated.

3. Students are expected to sit where the bus dig#ricts them to sit.

4. Students may not eat, drink, or chew gum whileh@nitus.

5. Students are to remain in their seats while theibirs motion, facing forward at all times.

Hands and feet are to be kept out of the aisle.

Live animals and insects are not permitted on tie b

Glass objects, radios, electronic equipment (pagmEmsies, etc.) are not permitted on the

bus. Under no circumstances are laser pointesa/atl on the bus or in school.
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8.
9.

Large instruments or anything that cannot be heltié lap are not permitted on the bus.
All body parts must remain inside the bus windotalktimes.

10. Toys, stuffed animals, and any other personal lggtms brought to school should stay in

students’ book bags at all times.

11. Additional information is provided in the Fulton @ay pamphlet, “School Bus Safety

Rides With You.” Please read this pamphlet andudis bus behavior expectations with
your child. If your child’s driver believes thabyr child’s behavior is inconsistent with
Fulton County expectations, you will receive a Behavior Report.

The Fulton County Board of Education recognizes flade school bus operation is only possible
with the full cooperation of our parents, studemtisd school staff. Call the North Transportation
Department (770-667-2970) with questions or corgemgarding bus routes, times, and bus
supervision. There is also a website link availatleww.fultonschools.orgvith bus information.

Bus Changes

¢ Students must get on and off the bus at their da snly. Students may not ride another
bus for the purpose of visiting a friend.

¢ If it is necessary to change buses due to a lomg-tehildcare situation, written
authorization must be granted by the Fulton Codmansportation Department.

¢ IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS ONLY, the principal or her designee may grant bus
changes. Parents must send a written request t@damnistrator. The method of
transportation will not be altered without a wnitteequest from a parent and approval from
the administration.

¢ A student who ordinarily rides the bus but desteego home with a friend who is a car
rider must bring written permission from his/hergra. We will not allow any changes in
transportation unless we have written communicdtiom the parent.

CAR RIDERS
Arrival

1. Children are dropped off and picked up at the fiafthe school following the designated
traffic pattern.

2. Cars should form a single line in front of the sachahere they will stop for children to
enter or exit the car.

3. In order to facilitate the unloading or loadingaai riders, we ask that you pull all the way
to the end of the walkway as directed by duty pemsbbefore stopping to let your children
out or in.

4. Children are not permitted to exit driver’s side doors.

5. Children may not be dropped off in the parking lot since they are not permitted to

cross through the parking lot without an adult accanpanying them.

v

7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

If your child should need assistance getting out ahe car in the morning or if your
child needs to unload items, please park and walkimm/her across. Do not block the
handicapped parking spaces — use a designated pangispace only.

Cars must not park in the pickup or dismissal areaalong the front curb.

Use slow speed at all times.

Please adjust your time from home on rainy dayswthere is a higher volume of cars and
wait time. We encourage you to allow your childitte the bus if possible.

Fulton County Schools’ behavior expectations cargiduring carpool.

No children can be dropped off on the State Brisige of the building and walk around on
their own for safety reasons.

Dismissal

1.

All persons picking up a child at afternoon carpabbny time during the year must have
and display a carpool number. This number maybiaiwed at Open House or through a
request to the front office. Each family will réoe two placards—one in the form of a
mirror hang tag, and the other printed on cardstoélither is acceptable to use when
picking up your child. Please do not make your @arpool number card if you lose the
ones provided. Instead, request an additional fpy the office.

All those picking up a child at afternoon carporg @ncouraged to wait in their cars and
come through the carpool line. If you choose trk@and walk over to the carpool area to
pick up your child, you will need to park in a dgsated parking space and have your
carpool number in hand. Do not park on the cudubte park or block the handicapped
parking area.

Pickup in the carpool area begins as dismissastasually around 2:10 p.m. All students
who are car riders should be picked up no later thd0 p.m.

When your car pulls into the curved area at thatfad the building, your carpool number
will be relayed inside where the students are waisiafely in designated areas. Please pull
as far up as you can so that we can accommodateg pickups as possible in a given
time period. Your child will then come outside avel helped into the car. The same will
be true for those who walk into the area with tle@irpool numbers—your child will only
be called once you reach the pickup area.

Once the cars in the pickup area have childreryshteckled in, drivers are free to pull off
and another set of cars will take their place. thst time the next set of children will be
called. Cars take precedence over pedestriansigihie afternoon carpool time, so
pedestrians will need to wait to cross the carpaoé until all cars are stopped and ready
for pickup.

CHANGES IN TRANSPORTATION

If there is a change in the manner in which a cisilth leave school, the teacher must receive @ not
from the parent stating the change; otherwisecttilel will be sent home in the usual manner. All
changes must be sent to the school in writing. Weot accept changes over the phone. This is for
your child’s safetyWhile we can accept dismissal changes via e-mailgeveannot accept them

the day of the change There is no guarantee that a teacher will be &ibcheck his or her e-mail
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before dismissal, and some e-mail deliveries al@ydd. Please do not call the school with changes
unless it is an emergency. Please note that ehildray not ride any bus but their assigned bus
except in emergencies, and permission from thecjpa@h or the Transportation Department is
required.

CITIZENSHIP

It is each student’s responsibility to display dtied of good citizenship. Appropriate conduct is
expected in the halls, in the cafeteria, on thegriaund, in the classrooms and restrooms, and on
the way to and from school.

CLINIC

Our clinic is not staffed or equipped to handleaes injury or illness. When your child requires
more than first aid, we will contact you by usitg tClinic Emergency Information. Therefore, it is
essential that student records be kept up-to-tdéase notify the school office immediately of any
change in address, telephone numbers, and emergentacts. Notify the school in writing if you
are out of town, and your child will be under theervision of another adult in your absence.
Provide the information to your child’s classrocgacther and the office. (See Medicine and lliness.)

COMPUTERS

Computers are available in each classroom for studee. Computers provide the opportunity for
students to have hands-on experiences with techyalod receive enhanced instruction through the
use of educational disks and programs providedthé Fulton County network. Students are
expected to adhere to the usage policies at adigiimcluding time spent researching subjects using
Internet resources. Students will use teacher dateg websites and are not allowed to freely surf
non-assigned websites. A computer lab is in opmndtr use by students under the supervision of
the classroom teacher. Times are scheduled bglakeroom teacher.

CONFERENCES

Parent/teacher conferences are an integral parepafrting and monitoring pupil progress. The
school and teachers are partners with you in theattn of your children; therefore, it is importan
to regularly share information. A parent/teactmnference is scheduled for the first semesteref th
school year, and additional conferences may bedstbe as necessaryPlease be mindful that
teachers are responsible for their students from 25 a.m. until the last bus leaves. Therefore,
they are not able to conference with parents duringhe school day unless the conference has
been prearranged during their planning period. Conferences may be initiated by the parent,
teacher, or an administrator and held at a mut@agjhgeable time.

COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE

The mission of Fulton County School counselorsoi®mpower students to achieve. Counselors
work with students in the areas of personal, speiehdemic and career awareness. The counselor
delivers services through classroom guidance, iddal student planning, responsive services, and
system support. Please contact the guidance degrartfrour counseling staff can assist you in any
way.

CURRICULUM SUPPORT TEACHER (CST)

The Curriculum Support Teacher (CST) is respondibtehelping teachers implement the Fulton
County Curriculum. The CST is involved in selegtiextbooks, curriculum writing, working with
teachers in organizing classrooms and suggestargitey strategies for students. The CST is an
active participant on the Student Support Teamw Bieidents entering the school may be evaluated
by the CST for suggested placement within langwatgeand math programs. If you have questions
involving curriculum, please contact the CST fdommation.

DAY CARE RIDERS

Students riding day care vehicles will load in thes loading area of the school. Cars arriving to
pick up students should not park in the area daséghfor the buses along the curb on the side of
the building. If a student is absent from schaoldl not be attending day care for any reasom, th
parentmust notify the day care provider.

DIFFERENTIATION/CONTINUOUS ACHIEVEMENT

Ocee follows county guidelines for determining plaament in advanced curriculum.

DISCIPLINE

The Ocee staff believes in providing a school emvinent in which students are able to learn and
teachers are able to teach. Optimal learning takase in an atmosphere of mutual respect, high
expectations, encouragement, and positive motivatiscipline is defined as a process of helping
students understand what they have done that gpiopriate and learning how to correct the
inappropriate behavior. Students are taught te takponsibility for their behavior and to accept
the consequences for inappropriate behavior. Eortbre, students should learn how to change or
adjust behavior in the future. Student disciplise joint responsibility of the school and home.
Your support for good discipline enables the schtlmaintain a wholesome environment
conducive for learning for all students.
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Minor Offenses — Teachers deal with minor offenses as they odecuwing the instructional day.
They use interventions such as positive reinforecgmeerbal reminders, parent conferences, time
out, time out in other classrooms, individual actfgans, referral to school counselors, referral to
SST, etc.

Major Offenses — Administrators deal with major offenses and aliraninor offenses. They use
interventions such as, but not limited to, admmaié¢e time out, parent conferences, out-of-school
suspension, referrals to school counselors, amdreds to the Disciplinary Tribunal.

Discipline Plan Guidelines— A detailed copy of the Fulton County Studentdiibne Guidelines
is provided to each student to share with his/lagemts at the beginning of each school year. You
are requested to read and review discipline palivigh your children.

Special Note - Georgia law requires school officials to reportincidences of weapons being
brought to school to law enforcement officials. $idents who bring weapons to school may be
subject to arrest. To avoid any possibility of umtentional violations, do not allow your child
to bring any item that resembles a weapon or may lify as a weapon. This includes items
such as steak knives, pocketknives, box cutters, mloweapons, replicas, or toys. Students do
not have permission to bring_anysuch items to school for any reason, not even aarp of a
school assignment, show and tell, or for use as atttng instrument for food. Special
permission with strict procedures may be granted bythe principal for bringing certain items.

If you have any questions regarding weapons, pleasmntact an administrator for further
clarification.

DRESS CODE

Students are expected to groom themselves in sweayaas to reflect neatness, cleanliness, and
good taste. All students shall be modestly grooseeds not to distract the attention of othersor t
cause disruption or interference with the educalipnogram or the orderly operation of the school.
Extremes in dress will not be permitted. The gpator other duly authorized school official shall
determine whether any particular mode of dressroomging results in violation of the spirit and
intent of this rule.

Ocee School Dress Code (Per FCBOE Palicy)

¢ No short-shorts or mini-skirts are to be worn. ®h@nd culottes must be worn at fingertip
length. Bicycle shorts, athletic shorts, or cuisaife not appropriate.

¢ No hats, curlers, bandannas, sweat bands, sungjlassgloves are to be worn during school
hours. This applies to both male and female stisdéHats may be permitted on school Spirit
Days).

¢+ No bare midriffs, spaghetti strap tank tops, fethshirts, T-shirts with ripped sleeve openings
or other ripped clothing, or see-through clothisga be worn.

¢ Al T-shirts must be in good taste. No suggestiveding or illustrations or advertisements for
alcoholic beverages or pictures or content that beagffensive to others will be allowed.

¢ Pants at any length between the knee and ankkecasptable.
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¢ Flip flops are discouraged since frequent accslestur when students play outdoors in flips
flops. For safety reasons, shoes with high headsatso discouraged. Tennis shoes must be
worn on PE days.

¢ No shoes with rollers on the bottom of them arevedid at school or on the school bus.

Students are expected to honor the dress codeas@dluable school time is not spent examining
attire to determine appropriateness. Studentsheilhotified of any exceptions to the dress code
(Field Day, Spirit Days, etc.) and any other change additional requests. Teachers will be
accountable for the dress code standard beingwetloby the students and will report any

infractions to the administrator.

EARLY DISMISSAL

If it is necessary for a student to leave schodiyeplease send a note to the student’s teaches. T
helps the teacher in making sure your child haefdiis or her homework and materials ready at the
appointed time. Any student leaving before the l@gdismissal time must be signed out through
the office by a parent or legal guardiaDo not go directly to your child’s room—teachers ae
instructed not to dismiss students to adults at the doors. We cannot have the child sent up to
the office to wait for you at the appointed timéneTfront office area is a very busy and we cannot
provide adequate supervision for your child. Wd im$tead call the child once you arrive. Students
may be checked out by a parent designee with méoification and picture identification. Be
prepared to show your driver's license when chegkint students. For the safety of your child,
please notify the school in writing if both pareate out of town, and someone else will be acting
as guardian in your absence.

EARLY RELEASE DAYS

On five days throughout the school year, Fulton@pyrovides time for professional development
for staff members. On these specific days, studeitiibe released at 11:15 am. Early Release dates
are noted on the Fulton County and school calendars

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING

In the event that school must be closed due t@ineht weather, the most up-to-date information
will be provided on local radio and TV stations aftfte Fulton County Schools’ website
(www.fultonschools.org) Please do not contact or come to the schooBchool telephones and
personnel will be utilized in order to follow emergy procedures to ensure the safety of the
children. The staff of Ocee Elementary School Hageloped a detailed emergency evacuation
plan, which is annually reviewed, updated, and fiwad. This plan will be followed should any
emergency occur during the school day. In casenoéraergency requiring the evacuation of the
building, students would be relocated to an off-$itcation. Please be sure to have a completed
emergency school closing form on file for your dréind update as changes occur.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

It is the policy of the Fulton County School Systaot to discriminate on the basis of race, color,
sex, religion, national origin, age, or disabilityany employment practices, educational program,
or any other program, activity, or service.

If you wish to make a complaint or request accomatiod or modification due to discrimination in
any program, activity, or service, contact ComptmrCoordinator, 786 Cleveland Avenue, SW,
Atlanta, Georgia 30315, or phone 404-763-4585. TF800-255-0135.

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)psogram designed for students whose native
language is not English. Eligible students paptting in this program will be served by an ESOL
teacher at Ocee.

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN SERVICES

Exceptional Children Services are provided for iblg students on a resource basis and within
modified self-contained classes for mild disakgktin the areas of Emotional & Behavior Disorders,

Autism, Learning Disorders, Intellectual Disabdisi and Speech/Language Therapy. Ocee
Elementary School also has self-contained classsodon students in Special Needs Pre-

Kindergarten and Special Needs Kindergarten classes

FIELD TRIPS

Field trips are planned to supplement, compleraerd,enrich the curriculum. In an effort to ensure
student safety, transportation is provided by Ful@ounty school buses. A donation may be
requested to help pay for the trip. No child vié denied permission to attend field trips due to
inability to pay; however, every child must havetten permission from a parent or legal guardian
before he/she can go on a field trip.

FOOD SERVICES

Nutritious, well-balanced meals are served in @ieteria.

Breakfast will be served from 7:15 a.m. until 7&én. for those who wish to participate.

There are multiple choices of entrees for lunch.

A weekly menu will be provided for planning yourildts meals. Meals may be purchased
daily or prepaid. Any amount of money may be pigad put in a student’s account at any
time. Some parents prefer to prepay for lunchdg. o®ther parents prepay for lunches and
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extras. Either is acceptable. Checks should ldemayable to Ocee School Cafeteria, and the
student’s name should appear on the check in theesmarked “For.”

¢ Meals may be charged in an emergency situation; drdyvever, charges must be paid the
following day, and no more than three charges amllowed. Charges are not allowed for
juice, extra milk, or any extra food. No charged e allowed for the last two weeks of
school.

¢ We encourage nutritious lunches; therefore, sodasned drinks, candy, etc., are not
appropriate. Parents are discouraged from bringorgmercially prepared food (for example:
McDonald’s, Pizza Hut) to the cafeteria to be edigtheir child or other students.

¢ After the first two weeks of school, you may eaedkfast or lunch with your children. A
visitor’s table will be available for parents whdastvto lunch with their child and one friend, or
you may eat with your child’s class if space pesmit

¢ When having lunch at school, please follow our ‘&r@nd Good-bye” procedures. Check in at
the office and obtain a visitor badge. Enter tiglothe main doors as the cafeteria doors will
be locked throughout the day, and visitors will betallowed to enter there“Greet” your
child at the cafeteria and say “good-bye” at the dateria door. In no case are visitors to
go to the classroom to wait for the child or returnto the classroom after lunch unless
prearranged with the teacher. This constitutes annterruption to the instructional day of
all students in the class.

¢ Parents are asked not to eat lunch with their cdnldiuring the five days of CRCT standardized
testing in April.

School meal prices:

Elementary Student Breakfast $0.80
Elementary Student Reduced Breakfast $0.30
Elementary Student Lunch $1.35
Elementary Student Reduced Lunch $0.40
Adult Breakfast $1.30
Adult Lunch $2.40
Milk or Juice $0.50

GIFTED SERVICES

The Fulton County School System screens all stsdenteligibility for gifted services twice a year.
1. Automatic Screening— At the beginning of the school year, Talented &ifted (TAG)
teachers review the previous year’s test scores:
*  Sandardized Tests
»  Criterion-Referenced Competency Test
2. Classroom Screening- Local schools select a two-week period in thetevito review all
students in their school.
» Classroom teachers use the Characteristics Inshtufoe Screening Students (CISS)
to identify students with superior abilities in éivor more of the following areas:
motivation, interest, communications skills, praotiesolving abilities, memory
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inquiry, insight, reasoning, creativity, and humBarents may request to view their
child’s screening results.
Students meeting either the automatic screeningc@Bsroom screening criteria AND having
supporting data gathered from test history, pragjumtd/or advanced content levels are referred for
gifted testing. Once referred to testing:
» Parent receiveBarent Notification for Testing Consent Form.
e Student is tested for the gifted program.
» Parent receives test results.
» If state eligibility is determined, students araqad in TAG.

GRADING

Students in Fulton County attend school for 180sdahich are divided into two semesters. Report
cards are distributed every nine weeks. The mimmumber of grades used to determine the final
grade is nine per semester, per subject area. Horkewill not count for more than 10% of the
grade.

Students K-5 receive a Progress Skills checkligetimes a year, which gives updates on students
mastery of specific objectives in each subject.area

Grading Scale for Grades K — 1

S - Satisfactory

N - Needs to Improve
U - Unsatisfactory
NG - Not Graded

Grading Scale for Grades 2 - 5
Letter grades (A, B, C, and F) will be used on repards and transcripts. NG will be used for Not
Graded.

90 and above - A

80-89 - B

70-79 - C

Below 70 - F

Marks for effort, social skills, work/study habits, and general conduct are recorded as:

S - Satisfactory

N - Needs to Improve

U - Unsatisfactory
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HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION

Every effort is made to ensure open communicatiemveen the home and school. We encourage
teachers and parents to contact each other regaadiyn questions or concerns that arise during the
school year. Please look for the following infotioa to be sent home regularly with your child:
1. Monthly curriculum letters from the classroom teaclkeontaining upcoming curriculum
material to be taught in your child’s class anainfation regarding classroom activities.
2. Samples of work to keep you updated on your chififsgress. These papers are to be
signed and returned to the teacher.
3. Periodic reports from your child’s teacher contagninformation on your child’s behavior.
4. A weekly school newsletter from the administrataamtaining general school information.
5. A newsletter from the PTA containing general PTAvae

Each teacher can be reached via his/her e-mailuat@y through the main school phone number
for additional communication as needed.

HOMEWORK

Some home study is a necessary part of each stsi@elucational program to reinforce skills taught
in the classroom, increase student success, desaldent responsibility, and provide opportunity
for parent involvement. Please contact your childacher if you have any questions or concerns
regarding homework. (Please see “Attendance — MgkeAork” for procedures on obtaining
homework when absences occur.)

Kindergarten — Students are encouraged to read at least 15@simach day with their parents.
Homework assignments begin in January.

Primary (Grades 1 — 2) — Homework lasting approximatelyn3i@utes is assigned Monday —
Thursday nights.

Intermediate (Grades 3 — 4 — 5) — Homework lasting approxinyat&h minutes is assigned
Monday — Thursday nights. Assignments are varambming to the nature of the concepts that are
to be reinforced. Some long-term homework projactsalso assigned.

ILLNESS
Please follow these guidelines when your childl:is i

1. Do not send your child to school unless he/shehess without a fever and/or without
vomiting for 24 hours.

2. Consider sending Tylenol or Advil to the clinic fgour child. This may help to eliminate
trips to the school by you to bring these items¢edBe see “medication” for procedures to
follow.)
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3. Please make sure your chid has some breakfastebefoning to school or purchases
breakfast upon his/her arrival at school. Many stonaches are a result of skipping
breakfast.

4. Please notify the clinic aide if your child hasantagious disease or an extended illness.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT TEACHER (IST)

The Instructional Support Teacher (IST) coordingtesgrams and service delivery for special
education students. The IST coordinates educdtitesiing for students referred for special
education services. If you have questions abaaitsgiecial education process, please contact the
IST for information.

LOCAL SCHOOL COUNCIL (LSC)

The objective of the Local School Council (LSC}asadvise the principal in coordinating resources
to maximize educational opportunities for studenits. function is to assess school programs and
services and establish goals to improve these ,aasasell as act as an advisory group to the local
school administration. The council is made up afepts, teachers, and business members of the
community. Meetings are open to the public.

LOST AND FOUND

Parents and students are encouraged to check mgdfalalost items in the Lost and Found area.
We strongly encourage you to clearly label all snidbelongings with the child’s name, especially
Ocee spiritwear. Boxes of unclaimed items areqgiécally donated to local charities.

MEDIA CENTER

The media center is equipped with a carefully getbcollection of books, magazines, kits, videos,

cassettes, computer disks, and pictures. A adtifiedia specialist and media paraprofessional will
work with children on an individual, small groupr whole class basis to instruct students in

information literacy skills, the use of the libranmyedia center materials and available equipment.
Activities are planned with the classroom teaclsershat students can meet curriculum objectives
and develop an appreciation for media resourcelstoufghout the school year, the media center
coordinates book fairs, guest speakers, storyselEuthors, and other reading incentive programs.
Kindergarten students may check out 1 book for 2kspstudents in grades 1-5 may check out 2
books for 2 weeks. Students should keep trackeif fibrary books and return them undamaged
and on time. Lost books or books damaged beyogpairenust be paid for within 30 days. Refunds

for found books will not be made after June 30hef ¢urrent school year. Final report cards will be
held until payment has been made. You are encodrémgeisit the media center and volunteer

during the school day. Please call the media afistif you are interested.
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MEDICATION

If possible, all medication should be taken at haatber than at school. However, if medications
must be taken at school in order to allow a stutie@ittend, the instruction and authorization form
entitled “Authorization To Give Medication” must lbempleted. This form will be sent home with
students at the beginning of the year. The medicinethe original container along with the
instruction and authorization form, must be takenthe school office for central storage. If
possible, the parent should bring the medicatiosdaool; however, if this is not possible, your
child should be instructed to take the medicatiod &structions directly to the school office.
Unless specifically approved, no medication, presigtion or non-prescription, should be kept

by a student or shown to other studentsTo get approval for a student to carry medicindesn
special conditions (specifically emergency medaailike an Epi-Pen or inhaler), a second form
called “Authorization To Carry Medication” must biked out.

MUSIC

General music classes are taught to all grades Bahd, orchestra, and chorus opportunities are
available for students in grades 4 and 5.

PARKING

All parents and visitors must park in the desigdatarking lots of the building in lined spaces.eTh
curbs around the school are fire lanes and mukepeclear at all times. Handicapped spaces must
be reserved for the handicapped. Visitor spaces baen reserved on both sides of the building to
facilitate parents in parking while at the school.

PARTIES

Three classroom parties are provided for studeptPA room parents—Winter, Valentine, and
End of Year. A room parent may contact you tosissith these parties.

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)

The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) plays a vitkd in the success of our school. Many parents
volunteer their time, financial resources, and gdealents in endless ways as they truly become

partners in their children’s education. We strgnghcourage you to join the PTA and become
active participants in the volunteer program andrgas in your child’s education.
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RECESS POLICIES

Fulton County Board Policy states that, “Studemtsgrades K-5 shall have at a minimum a
scheduled 15 minute recess period of unstructurtdts time preferably outdoors on non-physical
education days. This period is to be superviseddmsely monitored by a certified teacher. This
time should be scheduled to serve as a break dadademic learning and should not be used as a
reward or incentive nor withheld for academic remsoThe principal or assistant principal may
withhold recess for disciplinary reasons. The @gal or designee will be responsible for the
scheduling, timing, and location of the recessqakfi

At Ocee Elementary, students have a 15 minute squesod each day of the week. Teachers will
share specific rules that apply to their gradellaveCurriculum Night. These rules will includesth
county’s practice regarding students at elemengahool. Elementary school students should not
participate in any contact sports during recess.

SCHOOL RECORDS

Parents or legal guardians have the right to exartfeir student’'s records and to have them
explained. Principals, counselors, teachers, &ner @uthorized personnel who have responsibility
for supervising, instructing, or helping a stude#it have access to that student’s records. Nathi
party releases will occur without written permigsfoom the parent.

SCHOOL RULES FOR STUDENTS

Have your materials ready.

Complete your daily assignments.

Respect your own and other’s space and belongings.

Leave gum, toys, trading cards, electronic gamesadios at home.

Students may keep cell phones only in their badkpathey cannot be kept in pockets,
desks, lunch bags or binders. They cannot be eisibined on or used at any time during
the school day.

ahrONE

SOCIAL WORKER

A social worker is available to assist with sitoas that may involve the home (i.e., attendance,
tardies, personal needs, and family concerns).

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE

Fulton County Board of Education must operate utiderumbrella of Sovereign Immunity. Due to
Sovereign Immunity, Fulton County Schools canndemnify any injury to a student. If no other
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medical and/or dental coverage is in place, thel@tulnsurance is the only source of payment for
injuries occurring to a student. Therefore, wehhigrecommend that you purchase student
insurance if your child is not covered on your i@ ce coverage.

STUDENT INFORMATION

Please keep the school informed of all changesdagaphone numbers, addresses, emergency
information, medication the child may be taking:. eAll changes must be submitted in writing by
the parent/guardian.

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM (SST)

The Student Support Team (SST) is a multi-discglnteam consisting of teachers, counselors,
administrators, specialists, and parents who woglether to develop strategies for student success.
The SST process includes the following stages:tifieation of needs, formulation of an action
plan, implementation of interventions, and moniigrof progress.

The team’s efforts may include some or all of thiéofving activities:
¢ Review of the student’s records
Analysis of student’s work
Observation of student in the classroom
Development of a written plan of strategies and ifications to assist the student
Data collection of strategy implementation
Review of progress after the designated intervantieriod

* & & o o

TELEPHONE USE

Phone use by students is discouraged and will rogelil to address only important issues that
cannot be determined before or after school. Aettignay use the office telephone only after
receiving a written note from the teacher. We wslt to help us by being sure your children are
prepared for school and understand after-schoahgaments before leaving home.

TEXTBOOKS

Textbooks are furnished to all students. These $a@ok used at school and may be taken home for
purposes of study and homework completion. Stisdarg expected to take care of all books and
return them undamaged at the end of the year arddfey withdraw from school. If a textbook is
lost or damaged, a fee will be charged. A secondoBéextbooks may only be checked out if
specified through SST, an IEP or a 504 Plan. Adfsgextbook manufacturers is available if you
wish to purchase a set of textbooks for use at home
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VISITATION

For the protection of our children, all visitorsttte school are required to sign in at the offind a

wear a “VISITOR” badge at all times while in theilding. Visitors are to enter the building at the
main office door. In order to avoid unnecessatgriuption of instructional time, parents should
leave any forgotten work, instruments, lunch, etdgth the front office staff. Teachers will be
notified and the child will be sent up at the tesmthconvenience.

Reflecting Board of Education/Administrative regidas and as a courtesy to the teacher, an
appointment should be made for all visitationseast 24 hours in advance. All visitations must be
scheduled through the CST. Classroom visitatioadiarited to a maximum of 30 minutes and are

not a time for teacher-parent conferences. Thelaegghool instruction must continue during your

visit.

VOLUNTEERING

Volunteers are important to the success of Ocemé&idary School. Should you desire to volunteer,
please contact your child’s teacher, the PTA, tleglimspecialist, or an administrator to discuss the
many options available. We will welcome your help.

WHO CAN PROVIDE ANSWERS

e Bus Discipline — First, the bus driver, then thesiagant Principal, Shannan LaPorte
(LaporteS@fultonschools.org)

» Bus Issues (Routes, Times, etc.) — TransportatimmhN770-667-2970)

» Cafeteria — Cafeteria Manager, Millie LindsayrfisayM@fultonschools.org)

e Classroom Discipline — First, the Classroom Teaden the Assistant Principal, Shannan
LaPorte LaporteS@fultonschools.org)

e Curriculum — First, the Teacher, and then the @Quhiim Support Teacher, Jill O'Neill
(OneillJ@fultonschools.org)

» Family Assistance — Please call the school to spe#ke Head Counselor, Michelle
Brantley (BrantleyM@fultonschools.org) or contactuiselor Amy Ross
(RossA@fultonschools.org) or the Social WorkerpimhAnderson
(AndersonT2@fultonschools.org)

e Fulton County Schools Policies, Procedures and ideeatal Contacts
(www.fultonschools.org.)

» Special Education — ISAnne Radack (Radack@fultonschools.org)

e Student Support Team — Please call the schooldgaksip the Head Counselor, Michelle
Brantley (Brantleym@fultonschools.org).
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WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURE

You should notify the teacher and the data cleikadt a week before your child is withdrawn from
school. All textbooks and library books shouldrérirned and lunch fees paid before withdrawal to
clear all records.

Thank you for joining the staff of Ocee Element8chool in our efforts to provide a consistent and
academically sound environment for your child. Yoaoperation in following these guidelines wil
help us to ensure a quality educational experiémcgour child in a safe, nurturing environment.

Deborah Pernice, Principal
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Another study found that simply having an active APin a school will increase student
achievement.

Ocee Elementary PTA The positive relationship between parent involvensm enhancing your child’s education is well

_ documented. On an individual level, you can imgrogoour child’s educational experience by

The Ocee Elementary PTA encourages all parentsiityacstaff and community members to encouraging him/her at home, keeping a close waitckchoolwork and homework, and staying in
become members of our organization. The Ocee EemePTA supports the mission statement of contact with teachers.

the National PTA, which includes:
By volunteering with the PTA, you can demonstrated your child that you value education.

¢+ To support and speak on behalf of children and youth in the schools, the community, and You can spend time at school or help with projeistg can be done at home. Please contact any
bﬁflo(;e governmental agencies and other organizations that make decisions affecting member of the PTA Executive Board to express yotarést in helping our school and its students.
children;

¢ Toassist parentsin developing the skills they need to raise and protect their children; and
¢ To encourage parent and public involvement in the public schools of this nation.

The Ocee Elementary PTA also supports the objectives of the National PTA, which are: Ocee Elementary PTA
2008-200%Executive Board

» To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community, and place of ) ) ) o
worship Co-Presidents Diane Maicon 770-664-7982  dimaicorigtheh.net

«  To raise the standards of home life Christy Mallein 770-619-0702  christymallein@belitio.net

»  To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth
e To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that parents and teachers may
cooperate intelligently in the education of children and youth

Vice-Presidents
Academic Enrichment Monica Phillips 770-664-8990mqgphillips@bellsouth.net

e To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will secure for E;nr?iznuEn\zer\]ttlgns S;ras\,l?,gnll 'grg 277%227131%77% (:\?/:j@o! wlh@ngs(.:rcl)emt

all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, social, and spiritual Healtr)ll& Comm. Sve Dawn Mar?elli 770-754-4145 rtBHJSCc_gaol corﬁ

education. Student Enrichment Jeannie Fisher 770-754-5402annje-fisher@comcast.net
Please join the Ocee Elementary PTA and take aveactle in helping our school and community! \?\;:SSE '\S/Ilég;:]c;rt Ll_iggrclaergurl?:hn 7228;3%94?4%?122 hlgf;?mg Zn@et)uth net
Volunteering . L Treasurer Gretchen Anderson 770-752-9137  caagta@astmet
The Ocee Elementary PTA encourages all parentsamnunity members to volunteer their time
and talents in service to our schowthy? Secretary Deborah Whitney ~ 770-667-9321  ddwhitney@est.net
A national survey of school volunteer programs thtimat: Parliamentarian Andrea Harris 770-667-6052  andreang@comcast.net

* Volunteers give direct service to students

e Students of parents who provide volunteer serviegeelbp higher motivation for
learning

e Teacher morale increases with the involvement @cmmunity in the school

e Communication is enhanced between the school andaimmunity

e Public support for schools is intensified

» Citizens have a better understanding of what sshdo] and schools appreciate more
fully the problems faced by parents.
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