Home Link

Your child is learning about character development through daily academic lessons. This
corresponding Home Link provides suggested activities and topics for conversation for use at
home. Adapt these activities to fit the needs of your children and family. Enjoy sharing this
time with your child.

Citizenship

Activity 1 Discuss the meaning of CITIZENSHIP with your child. Explain
that citizenship means being a member of a community and/or country.
Discuss how good citizens obey laws, protect the environment, and try to
make their community a better place. Teach your child that being a citizen
of the United States affords its citizens with many rights and privileges, as
well as responsibilities. Discuss what is meant by the rights of “Jife,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” as written in the Declaration of
Independence. Ask your child what would be the three most important
rights he or she would include in a Family Bill of Rights. Ask your child if
he or she would help write a Family Bill of Rights for the entire family to
follow.
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Activity 3 Share with your child the following quote by John F. Kennedy:
“Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for
your country.” Discuss how it relates to being a good citizen. Together
with your child, identify responsibilities that a good citizen displays. Tell
your child about things you have done and are doing to be a good citizen.
Ask your child what he or she is willing to do for his or her country.

Activity 4 Discuss with your child how being a veteran shows good
citizenship. Explain that a veteran is a person who has served in the
armed services, especially during a war. Discuss why veterans deserve
special attention. Talk about how and why serving one’s country is a
display of good citizenship. Help your child identify veterans in your
community. Together, make a list of things to do that recognizes their
service. Examples could include writing a letter, creating a poster or sign,
making a small gift, baking some cookies, etc. Take the time to do one of
the actions listed and deliver it to a veteran with a thank you note, which
expresses appreciation for their citizenship.

Activity 5 Encourage your child to be a good citizen by learning more
about our nation. Play a guessing game with your child by asking
questions such as: Why is the American flag red, white and blue? Why
does it have stars and stripes? How many are there? Who is the leader of
our country? How old does a citizen have to be to vote? What are the
main branches of government? What does the liberty bell stand for? Think
of other questions to ask that pertain to our nation. If necessary, help your
child discover the answers by using resources such as the Internet or
research books.
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The future of our nation lies in the
hands of its citizens.
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Good Citizenship
in Action
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